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Major new cancer centre proposed for Merseyside
and Cheshire

Proposals for a major expansion of cancer services across Merseyside and
Cheshire — including a new specialist hospital in the heart of Liverpool that
would be in addition to services in Wirral and Aintree — are going out for public
consultation this summer.

People are being invited to give their views on the proposals which cancer
experts say would dramatically improve care by offering even better care to
the most seriously ill patients, bringing services closer to the majority of the
population, and enabling more research and clinical trials to take place locally.

The Transforming Cancer Care consultation, which launches on Monday 28"
July, will ask people what they think of plans to develop a new cancer hospital
on the same health campus as Royal Liverpool University Hospital and the
University of Liverpool.

It would be run by The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre NHS Foundation Trust,
which provides the specialist cancer care for Merseyside, Cheshire and
surrounding areas including the Isle of Man and parts of Lancashire.

Cancer care would also continue to be provided at The Clatterbridge Cancer
Centre’s existing sites in Wirral and Aintree, as well as the services it provides
in hospitals across Merseyside and Cheshire. The proposals include further
investment in redeveloping the Wirral site so patients there would continue to
enjoy the highest standard of facilities and equipment.

Dr Peter Kirkbride, Medical Director of The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre, said
there was strong consensus among cancer experts in the region that the
proposed changes would dramatically improve care and help reduce deaths
from the disease.

Dr Kirkbride said: “Merseyside and Cheshire has one of the highest cancer
rates nationally and it’s the biggest single cause of death here so it’s something
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that will affect most of us, either as a patient or a relative, at some time in our
lives.

“Although The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre provides excellent care, our main
site in Wirral doesn’t have on-site access to other clinical specialties such as
intensive care, cardiology and diabetes that are becoming increasingly
important as the population ages. More people are developing cancer and we
are seeing more complex patients who have conditions like diabetes, heart and
kidney disease as well as cancer. To continue providing the very best care,
cancer experts and patients need on-site access to specialists in these diseases
and intensive care.

“Being on the same site as a large teaching hospital and the university in
central Liverpool would provide this and enhance collaboration between
clinicians and academics, firmly establishing Merseyside and Cheshire as a
major centre for world-leading cancer research and clinical trials, which is vital
to developing new treatments.”

Under the proposals, inpatient beds including the Teenage & Young Adult Unit
would move from Wirral to the new hospital in Liverpool. The Wirral site
would continue to treat the majority of patients who wanted to be treated
there — only those needing inpatient beds or the most complex care would
travel to Liverpool where cancer clinicians say they would receive even better,
safer care.

The £118m development would be funded by the NHS with additional support
from a public fundraising appeal. It would not be a private finance initiative.

The proposals stems from a major independent review of cancer care that was
commissioned by Merseyside and Cheshire Cancer Network. The resulting
recommendations, published in 2008, said that a new cancer centre in central
Liverpool alongside a large teaching hospital was vital if services were to
remain fit for the future.

The public were invited to have their say on the initial outline proposals from
August 2012 to March 2013 and almost 83 per cent of respondents said they
thought they were a good idea. In January 2014, the government’s National
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Clinical Advisory Team on proposed service changes endorsed the
Transforming Cancer Care proposals.

Andrew Cannell, Chief Executive of The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre, said: “This
is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to transform cancer care. We are
absolutely committed to ensuring people in Merseyside, Cheshire and
surrounding areas receive the very best cancer services, and we believe these
proposals are crucial to achieving that.

“Equally, cancer patients, relatives, other health professionals, charities, the
wider public and many others will also have great insight and views on how
care should be provided. It’s really important that we listen and learn from
that wisdom, experience and insight. Your views will count and they will
influence the final proposals and decision so | would encourage everyone to
get involved and have your say during this public consultation.”

Kieran Murphy, Medical Director, NHS England (Cheshire, Warrington and
Wirral) said: “NHS England (Cheshire Warrington and Wirral) are committed to
ensuring that everyone has access to the highest quality and safe health care
possible.

“As part of our role, NHS England works with all stakeholders to review
develop services and ensure they meet local needs. Cancer touches the lives
of many people in our communities and we are delighted that work is
underway to consult with the public, patients and professionals on proposals
to expand and improve cancer services in our area. These proposals have been
developed to give the best possible outcomes for people with cancer and we
hope all stakeholders will actively engage with this consultation.”

The public consultation runs from 28" July 2014 to 19" October 2014. There
will be events across Merseyside and Cheshire where you can find out more
and have your say via the consultation questionnaire. You can also find more
information and complete the consultation questionnaire online at
www.transformingcancercaremc.nhs.uk, by calling 0151 296 7068 or emailing
engagement@cmcsu.nhs.uk.

Key facts:
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9 If the rate of deaths from cancer in Merseyside and Cheshire was the
same as the England average, then 596 lives a year would be saved. The
new cancer centre could help achieve this by providing even better care
for those diagnosed with cancer, although cancer prevention and early
diagnosis are crucial.

9 74 inpatients had to be transferred by ambulance from The
Clatterbridge Cancer Centre in 2013 because there was no on-site access
to medical or surgical specialists or intensive care. That’s up from 53 in
2011 and that figure is set to keep rising as the population ages.

N The new hospital would be closer to home for around 63 per cent of
people with cancer in Merseyside and Cheshire. It would also have
better public transport links from most of Merseyside and Cheshire than
there are to the Wirral site.

9 Parking would be free for patients attending the new cancer hospital,
just like The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre’s current sites in Wirral and
Aintree.

9 It's estimated that around 90 per cent of Wirral and West Cheshire
patient attendances could continue to take place at The Clatterbridge
Cancer Centre’s Wirral site if patients wished.

Contact: Emer Scott, Associate Director of Strategic Communications &
Marketing, 0151 482 7792 or emer.scott@clatterbridgecc.nhs.uk

ENDS

Notes to editor

The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre is one of the largest, networked cancer
centres in the UK, employing 919 staff members and treating 30,000 patients
each year.

The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre is one of the UK’s leading providers of non-
surgical oncology treatments including pioneering chemotherapy, radiotherapy

C


mailto:emer.scott@clatterbridgecc.nhs.uk

The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre INHS |

NHS Foundation Trust

and proton therapy. Combining its world-class clinical services, research and
academic excellence, it provides the highest quality, specialist cancer diagnosis
and care for more than 2.3million residents in Merseyside, Cheshire, North
Wales, the Isle of Man and parts of Lancashire as well as national and
international cancer patients.

In August 2013, The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre was rated in the top 20 per
cent of organisations in the country for overall treatment and care, according
to the latest National Cancer Patient Experience Survey results.



